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A 


VINDICATION 


Or THE 
„ 


OT THE 


FOUNDLING HOSPITAL. 


HE Plan of eſtabliſhing a Foundling 

Hoſpital was firſt ſet on foot, under 
the patronage of ſeveral noble Ladies in 
year 1729. The Ducheſs of Somerſet, 
whoſe name ſtands firſt to the recommen- 
datory Memorial, appears to have ſigned 
the fame on the gth of March, 1729. 


It made but ſmall progreſs, however, in 
the public favour until the year 1739, 
when, as Benefactions and annual Sub- 

S3 {criptions 
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ſcriptions began to flow in apace, and as 
ſeveral Legacies were given for the uſe of 
ſuch a Hoſpital (fo ſoon as it ſhould be 
eſtabliſhed), it was thought expedient to 
obtain the Royal Charter for incorporating 
it, which was granted October 17, 1739, 
and was ſoon after confirmed by an Act of 
Parliament. | 


The firſt Reſolution formed by the pro- 
moters of this Charity, was to rent a large 
commodious houſe, and convert it into a 


purpoſe, viz. Montague-houſe, Ranelagh- 
houſe, Eſſex-houſe, and others; but un- 


ſurmountable objections A to them 
all, the Corporation were com pelled to de- 
termine upon building ; and, in 1740, 2a 

treaty was entered into with the Earl of 
Saliſbury, for the purchaſe of the eſtate on 
which the Hoſpital now ſtands, which pur- 
| chaſe was compleated January 21, 1741. 


The Charity, being ſupported by private 
Contributions only, continued to flouriſh 


Hoſpital, and many were propoſed for that 


until 
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TH 
until the year 1756, when it was conſidered 
as an object of great national importance, 
and the ſum of 10,0001. was granted by 
Parliament, for the inlargement of it, with 
a promiſe of ſuch further aid, as ſhould be 
found neceſſary. In conſequence of which, 
all children, under the age of twelve months, 
that were preſented at the gates of the 
Hoſpital, were immediately received. 


Some of the more ſagacious of its friends 
ſaw with concern the adoption of this 
meaſure ; they feared that the appointment 
of a public proviſion for its ſupport, would 
divert the ſtream of private charity which 
had hithertoflowed fo plentifully, into other 
channels; and that if either the abuſes 
which might attend the very extenſive plan 
now eſtabliſhed, or a want of public money 
upon particular exigencies, or even the 
caprice of the times, ſhould cauſe a ſtop 
to be put to the annual Parliamen 
Grant, it would be very difficult to reſtore 
the Corporation to that ſtate in which it 
then ſtood, either with reſpect to its 
A 3 finances, 


FT 
finances, or to the favour and eſteem of 
the public, 


The event has too truly juſtified their 
apprehenſions; in the year 1760, the ge- 
neral reception of children was counter- 
manded, and in the year 1771 the Parlia- 
ment took leave of the Corporation with 
a Grant of 30,0001. for the maintenance 
of thoſe children, who, having been re- 
ceived by their order, remained ſtill in the 
Hoſpital. The money thus granted for 
the maintenance of the children from the 
year 1756 to the year 1771, was 505, 465 l. 
(which, on an average, is 36, 104 1. per 
annum) excluſive of the 30, ooo l. above- 
mentioned, and of 14,331 J. 16s. granted . 
for apprentice fees. 


The Governors immediately ſaw the ne- 
ceflity of uſing every exertion, that they 
might be enabled to keep up the Inſtitution 


ſo as to anſwer in any degree the good ends 
for which it was eſtabliſhed, and determined 
upon making a ſpirited effort to recall the 


3 attention 


„ 
attention and bounty of the public; they 
| therefore continued to receive great num 
bers of children, and they preſſed for Sub- 

ſcriptions and Benefactions with renewed 
vigour and application. 


The ſapplies, however, fell ſhort of their 
wiſhes and their wants, and in the courſe 
of fifteen years, viz. from 1771 to 1786, 
their capital was diminiſhed about 9,600 1. 
it became, therefore, of the utmoſt im- 


portance to the veryexiſtence of the Charity, 
. | that the annual income ſhould at leaſt keep 
Þ | pace with the annual expence ; and as the 
hs moſt effectual means for this purpoſe, they 
44 reſolved, on the one hand, in order to leſſen 
= | the expence, That only Ten Children 
ſhould be received in the year 1787.— And 
on the other, in order to increaſe the revenue, 
That the General Committee ſhould be em- 


* powered to receive Propoſals for letting the 
| Land adjoining to the Hoſpital on Building 
| Leaſes. 


A 4. To 
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To the former of theſe Reſolutions no 
objection was made; 


But the latter has experienced an oppo- 
ſition as extraordinary, as unmerited. 


The idea of letting the Land adjoining 
to the Hoſpital on Building Leaſes, was 
not a new thought ; it had frequently been 
brought forward to the conſideration of the 
Committee, and ſeveral Plans had been 
drawn for it, ſome of them at leaſt twenty 
years ago; happy would it have been for 
the Charity, if one of them had been then 
adopted and carried into execution! 


The Minutes of the Committee convey 
no intimation of any objection made to 
theſe plans ; but I preſume the times were 
unfavourable to building, and therefore 


the propoſals died away. At preſent, how- 
ever, when every thing ſeems to conſpire in 
promoting theundertaking; when the ſpirit 
of building is ſo prevalent and money is fo 
plentiful ; when offers of Ground-Rent, 

ſufficient 
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ſufficient to raiſe the drooping ſtate of the 
Charity, and enlarge its power of doing 
good, are propoſed, objections are ſtarted 
up, and difficulties, never before heard of, 
are thrown in the way. | 


John Holliday, Eſq; 4 Governor of the 
Hoſpital, while the affair was going on very 
ſmoothly, ſuggeſted at a General Court, 
that in letting thoſe lands on building leaſes 
they would depart very far from the 
original intent of the Corporation in pur- 
chaſing them; for he repreſented, that 
they were bought for the ſake of preſerving 
a free open ſpace, and an uninterrupted flow 
of air, around the walls of the Hoſpital ; 
and that this confideration alone had in- 
duced the Earl of Saliſbury to part with 
an eſtate of ſuch an extent; in ſupport 
of which aſſertion, he produced an Affi- 
davit, ſworn by bis uncle, Mr. Hill, who 
having been concerned with Mr. (after- 
wards Sir Matthew) Lamb, in buſineſs re- 
lative to Lord Saliſbury's affairs, had been 
acquainted with the circumſtances of this 
tranſ- 
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tranſaQtion ; at the ſame time he deſired 
that the Affidavit might be read, and in- 
ſerted in the Minutes of the Day. 


But the General Court confidering, That 
poſſibly Mr. Hill might have miſtaken ſome 
particular circumſtances concerning the 
declarations and intentions of the Earl ; 
eſpecially as 46 years had elapſed ſince that 
period; and conſidering further, that what- 
ever were the reaſons which induced the 
Earl of Saliſbury to fell his eſtate, yet, 
having once fold it, and having confeſſedly 
ſold it for the purpoſe of benefiting the 
Charity, it would have been his wiſh, and 
muſt be that alſo of his Noble Succeſſor, 
that the Charity ſhould reap every poſſible 
advantage which could be derived from it; 
refuſed to inſert it in their Minutes, or 
make any Reſolution thereon. | 


A Pamphlet was ſoon afterwards circu- 

lated, intitled, An Appeal to the Go- 
* vernors of the Foundling Hoſpital, on 
* the probable Conſequences of covering 
: ec the 


[- 48-3 
« the Hoſpital Lands with Buildings ;” in 


which the before- mentioned Affidavit, to- 
gether with a ſuppoſed account of the 
tranſactions previous to the purchaſe of 
the eſtate, are given to the public in the 
following words. Enriched by private 
« Subſcription, the next conſideration was, 
* where to find an airy, open, and healthy 
*« ſituation, beſt adapted to raiſe an hardy 
* race of children, fit for the moſt labo- 
« rious employments, and the humble 
„ walks of life. An eſtate belonging to 
<* the Earl of Saliſbury, at the extremity 
c of the metropolis northward, and near 
to Red-Lion-ſtreet, was deemed to be 
e the moſt eligible, and the truſty veteran 
© Coram, was commiſſioned to treat with 
e the Counſel and Sollicitor of the Noble 
« Proprietor. I was in vain to afſure him 
that the Earl of Saliſbury mas not inclined 
* to ſell his eftate; repeatedly driven back, 
« be returned to the charge more formidably, 
continued to importune them inceſſantly, 
and his Lordſhip, by their advice, having 
de. * acceded {o the ſale of a fingle field of fix or 
cc ſeven 
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% ſevenacres, to build the Hoſpital and offices 
« upon: the reply was, that a Foundling 
« Hoſpital muſt not be liable tobe ſurround- 
<« ed with buildings; and that without an 
« extent of ground, buildings might be ex- 
* tended to the great prejudice of the Cha- 
« rity, to make the Hoſpital too confined, 
« and unfit for the habitation of ſeveral 
* hundred children, deſtined for the moſt 
“ laborious employments. Theſe facts can 
« be ſubſtantiated and moſt clearly proved 
« af this day, by à very reſpettable living 
cc witneſs.” | 


CF FIDA V1: 


« THOMAS HILL, of Lincoln's-Inn, 
*« in the county of Middleſex, Eſq; 
* maketh oath and faith, That ſeveral 
&« years prior to the year 1741, Sir 
e Matthew Lamb, Baronet, ſince de- 
<« ceaſed, and alſo this Deponent, were 
« importuned by Mr. Thomas Coram, 
« commonly called Captain Coram, to 

© intercede 
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** intercede with the Right Hon, James 
e late Earl of Saliſbury, for the ſale by 
* him, of his eſtate, conffting of about 
* fifty-fix acres of land, ſituated near 
* Lamb's Conduit-ſtreet, in the county 
r of Middleſex, for the purpoſe of build- 
<« ing an Hoſpital thereon, to be called 
* the Foundling Hoſpital. And this De- 
«« ponent ſaith, That altho he repeatedly 
* told the ſaid Captain Coram, that the 
« Earl of Saliſbury was not defirous of 
«« ſelling his before- mentioned eſtate, 
F< yet the ſale thereof was from time to 
* time further and ſtrenuciiſiy urged by 
* Captain Coram, who aſſerted and de- 
* clared that there was not in the en- 
* yirons of the metropolis any eſtate fo 
te proper for the purpoſe of bringing up 
* an hardy race of children, and fo little 
liable to be built upon, and that there- 
* fore he would not deſiſt from his im- 
e portunity. And this deponent further 
« ſaith, That the ſaid late Earl, at the 
** interceſſion of the ſaid Sir Matthew 
* Lamb, took the earneſt ſolicitation of 

ce Mr. 
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1 Mr. Coram into conſideration, and 
0 not only ſold his eſtate at a very mo- 
« derate price, but alſo gave five hun- 
« dred pounds to the Charity, And 
* this Deponent verily believes that the 
<« late Earl of Saliſbury would not haue 
* fold fo large @ quantity of land, nor 
© more than a few acres to build an Hoſ- 
e pital upon, if he had not been in- 
| « duced to fell the whole, with a view 
to keep the Hoſpital open and airy at 

t all times thereafter. 
4, HO. HILL.” 


« Sworn the 4th Day of April, 1787, 
« hefore me, at the Public- Office, 
e Symond's-Inn. | 
T. WALKER.” 


An Anſwer to this Pamphlet was alſo 
circulated, in which was inſerted an Extract 
from the Deed conveying the eſtate to the 
Governors of the Foundling Hoſpital, by 
which it clearly appeared that the ſaid 
eſtate had in the year 1728, been conveyed 
by 
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by the then Earl of Saliſbury to Truſtees to 
be fold after his deceaſe, for the payment of 
his debts ; and that the ſaid Truſtees did, 
with the conſent of the Earl of Saliſbury, 
ſell the ſaid eſtate to the Governors of the 
Foundling Hoſpital. 


This manifeſtly ſhows that the ſale of 
the eſtate had been long intended, and that 
there were other motives, beſides Captain 
Coram's importunity, which induced the 
Earl to it. 


But it has been alledged, in reply, chat 
the debts alluded to were at this time, if 
not entirely, yet at leaſt very nearly all paid. 


It is not my buſineſs, upon this occaſion, 
to enter into a minute enquiry concerning 
the incumbrances which affected the Saliſ- 
bury eſtate, either at that or any other 
period; I think it would be needleſs and 
impertinent to do ſo. But the principal 
object which I have in view, is to remove 
thoſe incumbrances and impediments which 
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the ſaid Appeal and Afidavit have thrown 
in the way of the Governors, in order to 
deter them from letting their land on 
building Leaſes, 


| Mr. Hill ſwears, that © he verily believes 

<< that the Earl of Saliſbury would not have 
,« fold fo large a quantity of land, nor more 
* than a few acres to build an Hoſpital 
© upon, if he had not been induced to 
* ſell the whole with a view to keep the 
* Hoſpital open and airy at all times there- 
t after.” And the Governors have been 
charged with © having extorted in a manner 
* this property from the Noble Family to 
« whom it belonged, under the belief and full 
* perſuaſion that it was neceſſary the Hoſpital 
& ſhould be erected on a ſpot ſo large as to be 
« free from the paſtility of being chſed up 
« by buildings.” To which this ſevere re- 
flection is added, it muſt be conſidered as 
* a fraud on that family, to induce them to 
« part with their property on one pretence, 
te and then convert it to another uſe.” 


I flatter 


1 
I flatter myſelf I ſhall ſtand juſtified in 
defending the Gentlemen who have con- 
ducted this buſineſs from this imputation, 
and am happy in being enabled to do it, 
in the moſt eifectual manner, by producing 
the following Extracts from the Books of 
the Corporation, which, in my opinion, 
will wipe away every ungenerous aſperſion, 
and leave them free to make the beſt of 
their eſtate. 


MixvuTEs of the GENERAL CoMMITTEEZ. 


November 29, 1739- 
(Being the firſt Committee thet was held.) 


Mr. Folkes acquainted the Committee, 
* that the Duke of Montague was willing 
<« to treat with the Committee for Mon- 
te tague-houſe, for the uſe of this Corpo- 
* ration, upon a Leaſe for twenty-one 
<« years, to be renewed every year, to keep 
e up the term; and that for the firſt ſeven 
« years, the Corporation ſhall have the 
© uſe thereof without paying any rent to 
his Grace for the ſame. 
B Reſolved, 


1 | 
% Reſolved, That Mr. Folkes be deſired 


* to return the thanks of this Committee 
* to his Grace for his noble offer. 


* Reſolved, That Mr. Folkes, Mr. Way, 
«© Mr. Milner, and Mr. Vernon, be deſired 
to wait on the Duke of Montague, to 


© treat with his Grace on the above-men- 
28 tioned offer.“ 


December 1, 1739. 


* Mr. Vernon reported that the Gentle- 
* men deſired at the laſt meeting of the 
* Committee to wait on the Duke of 
« Montague, to treat with him on his 
« Grace's offer for Montague-houſe, for 
<* the uſe of this Corporation, had attend- 
4 ed his Grace accordingly, and received 
* his Grace's Propoſal in writing, relating 
to the ſaid houſe, in the following words. 


The DuxEt of MonTacur's ProposaAL. 


* The Duke of Montague is tenant for 
< life, without impeachment of waſte, of 
% Montague- 


cc 


«c 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


ct 


cc 
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Montague-houſe, with power to let leaſes 
for twenty-one years, at a reaſonable 
rent ; and offers the Governors of the 
Hoſpital for deferted and expoſed Chil- 
dren, to grant them a leaſe thereof, (re- 
ſerving only one cellar for his own uſe) 
at four hundred pounds a year, clear of 
land-tax and all other charges and de- 
duction whatſoever, under the ufual 
covenants. The Duke further propoſes 


to remit the four hundred pounds a year 


rent for the firſt ſeven years, and to give 
the Corporation land-ſecurity for that 
remittance in caſe of his deceaſe within 
that time; and alſo to covenant at any 
time to renew the leaſe upon the ſame 
terms and covenants, and alſo at his own 
expence to inſure the houſe from fire. 


«© Reſolved, That Mr. Milner be deſired 
to get the opinion of Counſel whether 
the Duke of Montague is tenant for life 
without impeachment of waſte of Mon- 
tague-houſe, with a power of granting 
leaſes to this Corporation of twenty-one 
years, and keeping up that term. 


B 2 January 


cc 


( 20 J 
January 10, 1742. 
cc Reſolved, That Mr. Coram be deſired 
with any other of the Committee, to wait 


on Mr. Lambe, to En the price of the 
land belonging to the Earl of Saliſbury 


againſt Ormond- ſtreet. 


January 25, 17353. 


Mr. Coram acquainted the Committee 
that he had waited on Mr. Lambe, to- 
gether with Mr. Fawlkener, and Mr. 
Way, relating to the price of the Earl 
of Saliſbury's land againſt Ormond- 
ſtreet, and that Mr. Lambe faid he 


thought the Earl would not fell the ſame, 


or any part thereof, unleſs for the benefit 
of this Corporation, to build an Hoſpital 
thereon, and that when be knew what quan- 
tity of land this Corporation wanted, be 
would communicate the ſame to the Earl, 
whom be thought would not expett more for 


it than the common price of land near 
London. 


« Reſolved, 


(c 


ec 


cc 
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** Reſolved, That it is the opinion of 
this Committee, not at preſent to engage 
in building. 


* Reſolved, That on this day ſevennight 
this Committee be ſummoned to conſider 
of and give their opinion concerning 
the fitneſs of Montague-houſe, or any 
other houſe or houſes, for the uſe of the 
Charity.“ 


February 1, 1722. 


e Reſolved, That it is the opinion of 
this Committee, that it will be for the 
advantage of this Corporation to take 
Montague-houſe, upon the terms pro- 
poſed by the Duke of Montague. But 
the Committee having ſome doubts 
whether the alteration neceſſary to make 
Montague houſe fit for an Hoſpital, can 
be committed by the Duke of Montague, 


« Reſolved, That Mr. F olkes be deſired 
to aſk the Duke of Montague leave 


to conſult the Attorney-General, the 
1 « Solicitor- 


cc 
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Solicitor-General, and Mr. Fazakerly, 


* on this queſtion ; and if the Duke gives 


5 


his conſent that Mr. Folkes be likewiſe 
deſired to obtain the ſaid opinion, againſt 
the next meeting of this Committee. 


February 8, 1733, 


* Received the opinions of the Attorney- 
General, the Solicitor-General, and Mr, 
Fazakerly, on the caſe ſettled by the 
Duke of Montague's Counſel and Mr. 
Hollings, relating to the alterations ne- 


** ceſſary to make Montague-houſe fit for 
* an Hoſpital to this Charity. 


«cc 


© Reſolved, That Mr. Folkes be deſired 
to return the thanks of this Committee 
to his Grace the Duke of Montague, for 
his moſt generous offer, 


* Agreed to the following Report to be 
made to the General Court. 


« That it is the opinion of this Com- 


t mittee, that it is not freper fer this 


Corporation, 


( 


cc 


cc 


cc 
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Corporation, at preſent, to engage in 
building ; and that it will be for the ad- 
vantage of this Corporation to take 
Montague-houſe, upon the terms pro- 
poſed by the Duke of Montague, in caſe 
the Corporation could be duly authorized 
to make the neceſſary alterations in the 
ſaid houſe; which the Attorney-General, 
Solicitor-General, Mr. Fazakerly, and Mr. 
Hollings, are of opinion that tbe Duke 
of Montague himſelf cannot authorize.” 


May 22, 1740. 


“ Reſolved, That a View of Efjex-houſe, 
in Efſex-ſtreet, in the Strand, be made, 
to conſider of the fitneſs thereof for this 


Charity.” 


Tune 5, 1 740. 


« Dr. Neſbitt reported, that he and ſeve- 
ral of the Committee had taken a view 
of Eſſex-houſe for this charity, and that 
the owner aſked one hundred pounds a 


year rent, and to let it for twenty-one 
years. 


B 4 % Reſolved, 


cc 


cc 


+" 


| „ 
ce Reſolved, That this Committee do not 
think it adviſeable to take this houſe 
upon the terms propoſed.” 


June 20, 1740. 


« Reſolved, That Mr. Fawlkener, Mr. 
Coram, and the Treaſurer, or any two 
of them, be deſired to wait on Mr. 
Lambe, to treat with him, and know 
whether the Hoſpital may purchaſe the 
whole or any part of the Earl of Saliſ- 
bury's land, being now tuo ficlds, near 
Queen's-i{quare, Ormond-ſtreet ; and at 
what rate per acre the {ame is now let 
and the rate of purchaſe per acre, and 


that they report the fame to this Com- 
mittee.” 


Fune 25, 1740. 


* Read a Report from Mr. Coram, con- 
cerning the Earl of Saliſbury's land, to 


the following purport : That he had 
endeavoured to fee Mr. Way and Mr. 
Fawlkener, to wait on Mr. Lambe with 


c him, 
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him, purſuant to the requeſt of this 
Committee, but finding they were both 
in the country, he went alone to Mr. 
Lambe, who ſays, that the Earl of 
Saliſhury is ell diſpoſed to ſell the 
two fields near Queen's-ſguare, Ormond- 
ſtreet, (which he had applied for before 
the paſſing the Charter) at as moderate 
a price as any land can be bought for 
near London, for a ſite for the Hoſpital, 
and that his Lordſhip will not part with 
it for any other ule, nor to be let lye; 
but if the Corporation is deſirous to 
purchale the tame for a ſite to the Hoſ- 
pital, and will on their behalf chuſe 
ſome honeſt man, well {killed in land 
affairs, the Earl of Salitbury will chuſe 
another ſuch for thoſe two to ſettle the 
price and every thing elſe relating thereto. 


© Reſolved, That it be referred to Mr. 
Fawlkener and the Treaiurer to wait on 
Mr. Lambe, about the {aid land, and to 


« join with Mr. Coram in a Report con- 


ce 


cerning the ſame being proper for the uſe 
of this Charity.” | 


July 


[ 26 ] 


Juby 2, 1740. 

Mr. Coram preſented to the Committee 
* a Report from Mr. Way, Mr. Fawlkener, 
and himſelf, That the Earl of Saliſbury 
* would diſpoſe of the whole, or any part of 
* his Lordſhip's land, in Lambe's-conduit- 
fields, provided it be uſed for the ſite 
of an Hoſpital, and that when the Cor- 
« poration 1s ready to build, he would fell 
<« it to the Corporation upon ſuch terms 
<< as ſhould be agreed upon by two ſkilful 
„ perſons, one to be appointed by his 
*« Lordſhip, and the other by the Hoſpital.” 


October 17, 1740. 


* Reſolved, That it is the opinion of 
te this Committee, that the Corporation 
c ſhould proceed in agreeing for buying 
« the Earl of Saliſbury's uo paſture fields, 
% containing thirty-four acres of land, more 
© or leſs, ſituated on the North fide of 
e Ormond-ſtreet, between Lambe's Con- 
* duit-ſtreet, and Southampton-row, for 
* a ſite to build an Hoſpital upon.” 


November 


LW 1 
November 5, 1740. 


« Mr. Lambe acquainted the Committee, 
that the Earl of Saliſbury had only four 


* fields near Southampton-row, and that 


the whole amounted to about ffty-fix 
acres of land; and he being doubtful 
whether it would be convenient for his 
Lordſhip, (or his Tenant, who occupies 
the whole) to part with the two beſt 


fields requeſted for the uſe of this 
Hoſpital ; 


«© Reſolved, That Mr. Lambe be defired 
to conſuit the Earl of Saliſbury, con- 
cerning the purchaſe of the two fields 
this Committee are impowered to buy, 
and on what terms? And in caſe the 
whole fifty-ſix acres muf# be diſpoſed of, 


and not a part, on what terms the whole 
may be had ?” 


November 12, 1740. 


te Mr. Lambe acquainted the Committee, 


that he had conſulted the Earl of Saliſ- 
% bury, 
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* bury, whether his Lordſhip would part 
*« with the two fields this Corporation were 
« defirous of buying; and that his Lord- 
«6 ſhip told him, If the Corporation wanted 
* fo purchaſe of him the land his Lordſhip 
% owns near Southampton-Row, to build an 
« Hoſpital in that ſituation, be was willing 
« fo part with the whole, but not a part, 
* which are four fields, and about fifty- 
* fix acres of land. 


% Mr. Southgate and Mr. Binks attend- 
* ed this Committee, with their reſpective 
« Valuations of fifty-fix acres of land, 
* more or leſs, belonging to the Earl of 
* Saliſbury, near Southampton-Row. The 
« firſt valuing that eſtate at two hundred 
« and forty pounds a year, and at twenty- 
* nine years purchaſe, amounting to ſever 
&* thouſand pounds; and the latter valuing 
ce the eſtate at two hundred and twenty 
* pounds a year, and at twenty-eight years 
« purchaſe, amounting to fix thouſand one 


* hundred and fixty pounds. 


© Reſolved, 


B+ 
<« Reſolved, That Mr. Lambe be deſired 
eto lay the ſaid Valuations before the Earl 
of Saliſbury for his Lordſhip's conſider- 


© ation. 


« And it was afterwards propoſed, That 
« queſtions ſhould be put, whether fix 
te thouſand pounds, or fix thouſand five 
© hundred pounds, and no more, ſhould be 
te offered to the Earl of Saliſbury, for the 
e purchaſe of his ſaid fifty-ſix acres of 
* land. Which queſtions being ſeverally 
te put, it was agreed to report to the next 
« General Meeting. That it is the opinion 
« of this Committee, that the ſum of 
te fix thouſand five bundred pounds, and no 
te re, ſhould be offered to the Earl of 
« Saliſbury, for the purchaſe of his fifty- 
ce fix acres of land, near Southampton- 
Ro W. 


December 20, 1740. 


% Mr. Lambe reported, That he had 
* acquainted the Earl of Saliſbury with 
te the offers made by this Committee, for 
* the purchaſe of his Lordſhip's fifty-ſix 

© ACreS 
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te acres of land, near Southampton-Row, 
* and had laid the different Valuations of 
* the ſaid land before his Lordſhip ; who 
* having conſidered thereof, his Lordſhip 
* required ſeven thouſand pounds for the 
*« purchaſe money; but as he was deſirous 
* to contribute towards this Charity, he 
% would give five hundred pounds, as 
* his benefaction, towards the ſaid pur- 
* 


* Reſolved, That the ſaid Report be 
e laid before the next General Meeting, 
* together with the opinion of this Com- 
© mittee, concerning the offer made of 
te fix thouſand five hundred pounds, for 
the ſaid purchaſe.” 


MinuTEs of the Gznerar MEETING, 
December 31, 1740. 


<* The General Committee reported, that 

„ the Earl of Saliſbury was not willing to 
e part with his two beſt fields, near South- 
e ampton-Row, which they were autho- 
e rized 
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« rized to purchaſe of him for this Corpo- 
* ration ; but would diſpoſe of the whole 
land fituate there, amounting to fifty- 
* fix acres, more or leſs ; which he being 
e offered ſeven thouſand pounds for, did 
expect that price for the ſame, but as 
* his Lordſhip was deſirous to contribute 
e towards this Charity, he would give 
te five bundred pounds, as his benefaction, 
e towards the purchaſe money. 


« Reſolved, That this Corporation do 
te agree to give ſeven thouſand pounds for 


te the purchaſe of the ſaid fifty-ſix acres 
te of land. 


<« Reſolved, That the Thanks of this 
“ Corporation be given to the Earl of 
« Saliſbury, for his benefaction towards 
ce the ſaid purchaſe money.” 


1 


WE may collect from the above Extracts 
the following Facts. | 


1ſt. That before January 10, 1712, the 
purchaſe of Lord Saliſbury's eſtate, had 
never been thought of. Mr. Coram does, 
indeed, fay, (June 25, 1740,) that he had 
applied for it before the paſſing of the 
Charter, but it 1s evident that he alludes 
to the application on January 10, which, 
tho' ſubſequent to the Grant of the Charter, 
was previous to its being confirmed by Par- 
liament. 


24. That all which paſſed, reſpecting the 
Earl of Saliſbury's eſtate, was only matter 
of enquiry, and not communicated to the 
Earl himſelf until after June 20, 1740, when 


the Corporation applied for the whole or any 
part of the two fields. 


zd. That the Earl immediately conſented 
(July 2, 1740, ) to ſell the whole, or ſucli 
part as the Corporation ſhould require. 


=” 4th. 
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4th. That the Earl, upon more mature 
conſideration, refuſed (Nov. 12, 1740, 


1 
the whole. 


5th. That the Corporation was not ex- 
tremely ſanguine about the matter, having 
refuſed to come up to the Earl's price by 
500 I. and having abſolutely bought the 
eſtate for their own price (modified in the 
manner moſt agreeable to the Earl) within 
a few months after they had firſt applied for 
it, viz. —ſê December, 2746. 


6th. That the Earl had been in treaty 


with orber perſons for the ſaid eſtate, and 
had been offered (Dec. 31, 1740.) f ſeven 
thouſand pounds for it. 


Is it not very difficult to reconcile with 
theſe facts, the aſſertion in the Affidavit, 
reſpecting Captain Coram's inceſſant im- 
portunity and frequent repulſes, for feveral 
years prior to — 17417 


C 


* 
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y 
* 
? 
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And alſo to reconcile the aſſertion, that 
the Earl would not have ſold fo large a 
quantity of land, nor more than a few 
acres, if he had not been induced to fell 
the whole with a view to keep the Hoſpital 
open and airy at all times thereafter ? 


Can there be produced any condition or 
covenant to that purpoſe? Can there be 

found through all the Minutes the leaſt in- 

timation of ſuch a propoſal ? And had it 

been offered, would it not have tied a 

weight, as it were, round theneck of the 
' purchaſe, and ſtifled the Foundling in its 
very infancy? I cannot but conclude, 
therefore, that the Earl had no intention, 
no wiſh of the kind, and that he left the 
Governors at full liberty to let or to build, 
and by all means in their power to make 
dow bx; ke eſtate. 


But | it is ada by the Author of the 
reve that the meaſure of letting the 
land adjoining to- the Hoſpital on building 


leaſes, however warrantable in itſelf, is jet 


unneceſſary ; 


3 „ . - 
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unneceſſary; that its finances are © in a 
% favourable fituation ; and that every alarm 
* or report to the contrary is 1 founded, 
« and can only be told by thoſe who have 
e barely a ſuperficial knowledge of the 
true ſtate of the revenue and the average 
* annual income of the Hoſpital.” For, 
altho' it is admitted that the capital eſtate 
of the Hoſpital has been diminiſhed, yet, 
it is contended, that by the exertions of | 
te tvyo or three individuals, amongſt whom 
the Author of the Appeal modeſtly reckons 
himſelf, ſteps have been taken againſt 
“ a world of oppoſition, to prevent the 
te like evil in future.” It were to be wiſhed, 
that theſe ſteps had been pointed out, as 
well as the nature of the oppoſition which, 
it is ſaid, was made to them. This aſſer- 
tion-might then have received a more pre- 
ciſe, tho' not a more ſatisfactory anſwer, 
than the following Account, which is a 
Statement of the Receipts and Payments 
of the laſt year, viz. from December 31, 
1786, to December 31, 1787. 


C 2 P A Y- 
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PATM ENT S. 


For the Maintenance and Cloathing of the Children 6524 2 8 


ANNUAL INCOME. 


4. Fo d. 
2924 15 $ 
Income of the Chapel 610 17 9 
Toll at the Turnpike 65 17 10 
Moneyearned by the Children 13 19 © 
Annual Subſcriptions — 84 © © 


W 
Rents — 


3699 10 3 
CASUAL RECEIPTS. 


Legacies — 150 © © 
— ab — — $058 


RE IIS 86 15 22 
the Parith Children SI 


BS: 


4766 11 10 
Decreaſed in the Hoſpital Eſtate from December | 
31, 1786, to December 31, 178), = mY 1757 10 10 


— — 


6524 2 8 


Which ſufficiently ſhews, that the Reps 
recommended by the learned Gentleman, 
have made no progreſs towards a reforma- 
tion, and the income of the Hoſpital is ſtill 


very inadequate to the expence. 


It 


1 

It has further been argued, that the re- 
venues of the Hoſpital, even in its preſent” 
reduced ſtate, would be ſufficient for all 
the purpoſes for which the Charity was 
originally inſtituted, if they were properly 
applied, and not waſted by keeping too 
great a number of ſervants, and by main 
taining the pariſh children, at a price 
which can not ſupport them. 


I wiſh the objector had ſet down all the 
original purpoſes of this excellent Charity; 
but ſurely they muſt be very few in num- 
ber, and very narrow in extent, if they 
could be accompliſhed and carried to per- 
fection by its preſent income. The annual 
revenue, as juſt above ſtated, inciuding 
legacies and thoſe contingent benefactions, 
which, inſtead of being fixed and ſtationary, 
fall off more and more every day, amounts 
only to 47661. which ſum (eſtimating the - 
expence of each child at 111.) will maintain 
only 433 children; and, ſuppoſing them to 
be apprenticed at 1 2 years old, will allow for 


© the 
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the reception of about 43 in a year. But will 
this number anſwer all the purpoſes of a na- 
tional Foundling Hoſpital? Were theſe the 
only hopes and views of the firſt inſtitutors 
of this Charity ? Far different are the rea- 
ſonings and the conduct, in all the coun- 
tries, where ſuch eſtabliſhments have been 
adopted. Only caſt your eye over to Ireland: 
you will there ſee 2500 children admitted 
into the Foundling Hoſpital, in the courſe 
of the laſt year. What a noble proſpect of 
benevolence and public ſpirit does this ſcene 
hold up to our view? And how does it ſpeak 
ſhametoſuch of our Governors as are willing 
to fit down contented without any exertion 
for improvement ?—Do not the ſtreets of * 
London teem with deſerted children, as much 
as the ſtreets of Dublin; and how few are 
thoſe, provided for in the Hoſpital, com- 
pared with thoſe, who are yet periſhing 
through the neglect and cruelty of their 


parents? If it be any good to the public 
to ſave forty- three in a year, will it not be 
of double ſervice to fave twice that number ? 


For my part, I cannot conſider all the pur- 
poſes 


1 

poſes of the Charity to be anſwered, while 
there is one ſingle Foundling crying out 
for pity and protection: nor can I think 
my duty done, as a Member of the Com- 
mittee, while I ſtroll over the adjoining 
fields, if I do not catch every opportunity, 
which they offer, of enlarging the revenue, 
and extending the benefit of the Hoſpital. 
Were not the lands let at firſt for four 
pounds an acre? Was not the rent after- 
wards advanced to five ; and lately to fix ? 
Ought they not to keep pace in price with 
the neighbouring farms? And now, when 
eſtates in a ſimilar ſituation, are let for 
ſixty or eighty pounds per acre, and builders 
will gladly agree for this eſtate upon the 
ſame terms, will the Governors reject the 
offer, and ſay, We have enough for our 
% purpoſe; all our ends are anſwered ; and 
* two or three thouſand a year will be of 
“ little or no ſervice to us! What 
Are you afraid of being too rich? Are you 
afraid of doing too much good ? Are you 
afraid of riſking the hfs of a fingle child by 
building, while that building will enable 
you to fave 200 out of the jaws of death ? 

C4. As 
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As to the charge of keeping too great a 
number of ſervants, I confeſs it has ſome 
weight in it. But here the Objector brings 
little things to your view, while he draws 
a veil over matters of great conſequence; 
and thus ſtrains at a gnat, while he 
ſwallows a camel. I grant, however, that 
every meaſure of economy ought to be 
purſued, and every poſſible reduction ought 
to be made. This is one of the feps of 
reformation, which I thought the learned 
Gentleman had undertaken. Yet, with 
reſpect to this article, it may be obſerved, 
that there are thirty perſons now in the 
houſe, who were received when children, 
and who, on account of their labouring 
under various infirmities, could never be 
apprenticed. The greateſt part of theſe, 
tho they are unable to get their living in 
the world, are yet capable of doing ſome 
little ſervices in the different departments 
. of the houſe, and are, therefore, ranked 
under the denomination of ſervants, and 
allowed three pounds a year each for wages; 
a ſum, barely ſufficzent to furniſh them 
with apparel. 


The 
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The reception of the Pariſh Children, 
which 1s the laſt complaint concerning the 
ceconomy of the houſe, however it has been 
repreſented, has certainly not been attend- 
ed with any lofs to the Charity; for it is to 
be obſerved, that altho' the expence of the 


Foundling Children may be ſet at 11 I. a 


year each, and the Pariſh Children are re- 
ceived at a leſs ſum ; yet when it is con- 
ſidered that no additional officers or ſer- 
vants are kept, no additional charges for 
repairs, and many other articles, are in- 
curred on their account, the fimple queſtion 
will be, whether the expence of their ſub- 
ſiſtence and cloathing amounts to more 
than the ſums received for them. This 
matter was very minutely and carefully in- 
veſtigated a ſhort time ago, when it clearly 
appeared, that there was a gain of about 
one pound a year on every Pariſh Child 
reſident in the Hoſpital ; and of about two 
ſhillings a year on every Pariſh Child 
placed out at nurſe by the Governors. But 
ſuppoſing there was no gain, nay, even 
that ſome ſmall loſs was ſuſtained, if the 


opinion 
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opinion is well founded, that the health 
and livesof Pariſh Children are more likely 


to be preſerved under the care of the Go- 
vernors of the Hoſpital, than under the 
care of the Pariſh Officers, will not hu- 
manity and policy juſtify the meaſure ? 


The only remaining objection, and which, 
could it be eſtabliſhed, would be, indeed, 
of the greateft importance, is, that the 
building on the Hoſpital eſtate, may be in- 
gurious to the bealth of the children, by 
depriving them of a free circulation of air. 
Every one knows how neceſſary an airy 
ſituation is for promoting the health and 
ſtrength of children ; and very great have 
been the fears excited by the Appeal about 
cloſing up the Hoſpital with buildings, 
ſtopping the free current of air, and ren- 
dering it pernicious to the fender lungs of 
infants. . But to thoſe who are acquainted 
with the fituation of the Hoſpital, and the 
extent of its adjoining eſtate, this muſt 
appear the moſt futile of all objections. 


The ground within its walls, which it is 
intended 
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intended not to build on at all, conſiſts of 
more than nine acres, and extends from 
Eaſt to Weſt one hundred and fifty yards. 
Can the houſe then, ſtanding in the midſt 
of this area, and conſiſting of high and 
ſpacious rooms, ever be in danger of ſpread- 
ing poiſon and death among the young in- 
habitants of it, and who are not received 
into it as inhabitants, till they are fix 
years of age? Are the ſtreets, which are, 
as it were, ſhut up by the increaſe of new 
ſtreets, become unfit for reſpiration ; and 
are the ſquares, which are ſurrounded by 
other new ſquares, deſerted, as unhealthy 
and unſafe ? If an open ſpace of nine acres, 
free and unconfined all round the dwelling, 
be not ſufficient to afford air for the chil- 
dren, uſually maintained there, no place 
in the neighbourhood of the metropolis 
can be conſidered as ſufficient ; and both 
Intereſt and humanity muſt dictate to the 
Governors to carry the Hoſpital to Finchly- 
Common, or ſome ſuch place, where the 
air is more healthy, and the ground is of 


. 


pital, in its preſent ſituation, 1s too 
and 


leſs value. But the fact is, that the Hoſ- 
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and too expoſed. This inconvenience was 
perceived at leaſt thirty years ago, and trees 
were planted in order to procure ſhelter. 


But conſider the magnitude of the object; 
the immenſe increaſe of the revenue, which 
may be reaſonably expeCted from the build- 
ing plan. The land, belonging to the 
Hoſpital, lying without the walls, amounts 
to fifty acres ; out of which fifteen acres, 
nearly a third, being deducted for ſtreets, 
ſquares, and vacant ground, there will re- 
main 35 acres; and theſe at the moderate 
price of 601. an acre, will produce 21001. 
a year. But the Author of the Appeal 
laughs at the idea of making any pecuniary 


warns the Governors againſt being too 
eaſily captivated by appearances of gain. 
«© Within a few yards of the Hoſpital,” 
ſays he, and on the margin of the New- 
©« road, I have been well informed, that 
% the Builder has contracted for three or 
<« four acres, (to be extended to many more 
« acres, if Sub- contractors can be found) 

« at 


advantage, and with a ſneer of confidence, 
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* at a price, which produces to the Land- 
*« owner the :mmenſe ſum of twenty ſhillings 
« per acre annually, more than the Farmer 
*« or Cow-keeper's price. A ſtriking in- 
«*« ſtance is this, among many which might 
e eaſily be produced, to prove that the 
lands in general in the vicinity of the 


© metropolis, have already too great a load 


« impoſed on them.” 


Whence comes this good information? 
Who can give any credit to it ?!——Credat 


Fudeus Apella : Non ego. Let him that 
will, believe. I cannot. On the con- 


trary, I challenge the writer to prove the 


truth of his aſſertion, without any chicanery 
or ſubterfuge. Let the Gentleman go 
from the Hoſpital weſtward, along the 
vicinity of the metropolis ; let him inquire, 
as he goes, into the prices of building- 
ground, let upon the Bedford, the Fitzroy, 
the Portland, and the Portman eſtates, and 


he will find them to be 50, 60, 80, and 


even 100 pounds by the acre. This is not 
mere hearſay; nor bare information; aſk 
the capital builders, and you will find it to 

be 
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de a fact. Thus you ſee a pleaſing proſpet 
before you, which will produce in the 


courſe of a few years, a neat income of 


-20001. a year, and eventually, at the ex- 
piration of the leafes, five or fix times 
that ſum. 


When Gentlemen conſider the genuine 
ſtate of things with impartiality and can- 
dour, they are apt to cry out, Whence 
theſe complaints ? What is the real ground 
of theſe objections? Is there not ſome ſecret 
motive, which has excited this oppoſition ? 
Go into Ormond-ſtreet, and take a walk in 
the gardens of the Obyector : there you 
breathe the pure ſalubrious air of the Hoſ- 
pital ground; there you enjoy a proſpect 
of Hampſtead and . Highgate, the riſing 
hills and verdant plains, which adorn the 
ſcene before you, and ſtamp a double value 
on the premiſes where you ſtand. Hine 
illæ lachrymæ. Hence theſe complaints; 
hence theſe obj s to the plan of build- 
ing. What! Shall I be ſhut up by theſe 
building-ſchemers ? Tho' I am a Guardian, 
as they are, of beſe Orphans, yet ſhall I not 

a take 


6 — 2 


| ſhuts the doors of the Hoſpital againſt 


 envenomed-/ ſting, while he ſees, or thinks 


(op. 1] 


take care of myſelf? Will they deftroy-my 
proſpects and datken the face of the ſun ? 
Will they depreciate my houſes, and cut off 


from each of them #fter pounds a year? 


Forbid it, ſophiſtry : O forbid it, Ormond- 


Let me ſeriouſly aſk, Can a Gentleman 
talk of the -zlk of human kindneſs, while he 


many helpleſs children? Can he talk of 
affection for the Inſtitution, while he re- 
jects every offer for its improvement and 
enlargement? Can he talk of integrity and 
public ſpirit, while he acts from private 
motives, and is wholly governed by ſelfiſh 
affections? Can he enjoy the proſpects, 
which are purchaſed at ſuch a great ex- 
pence? .Can he find the air ſalubr ions, which 
comes tainted, as it were, with the blood 
of infants? And muſt he not feel a ſecret 


he ſees, the ſhades of hundreds and thou- 
ſands of children, riſing out of the hills 
of Hampſtead and Highgate, and hears 
them crying out, Nu might have ſaved 

9 * Us, 


« your intereſt, to your eye with a 
e e your goket with 


an enormous rent-!” 7 | | 
* % # „ # $4 +4 


But there areGoveinors, whole minds are 
ſuperiar to every little ſelfiſh intereſt, and 
whowill judge of the matter in diſpute ac- 
cording to Truth and Reaſon ; THE nd v6 


= - 8 yet as its x point 
| of very great importance, let it be again | 
| fully conſidered ar 1m NEXT GENERAL 
| CounT, on WzpyzsDar, Tur a6th Dar A 
or \Marcu ley gen, whey: I. hope | the 
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